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Taiwanese Immigrants to Yaeyama during
the Japanese colonial period

Pien, Feng-Kwei *

Abstract

Emigration describes the movement of humans who leave their original place of
habitation to live or work in other distant lands due to various motives and purposes.
Taiwan has been under several regimes, so several ethnic groups from different eras
have traveled to Taiwan for business. Among the historical periods that characterize
Taiwan, the Japanese period has had the greatest impact as a result of their method of
modernizing and ruling the island.

Although Japan gained many resources from Taiwan during its colonial tenure, it
also implemented many important policies in order to expand land use and strengthen
its sovereignty. With the Japanese colonization of Formosa, Taiwan became not only a
supply depot of goods and labor, but also a new frontier for settlement to siphon off
soaring population pressures in Japan.

During Taiwan’s colonial period, the administration in Taiwan started to implement
an immigration policy to accept Japanese settlers in order to resolve the problems of
overpopulation which soared after the Meiji Restoration.

In reviewing the history of exchange between Taiwan and Japan we find in this
period very dynamic levels of interaction covering intellectual and scholastic exchanges
and commercial and business activities.

Yet, studies in this period are limited on the emigration of Taiwanese to

Yaeyama— an island located between Taiwan and Okinawa just 240 kilometers off the

* Assistant Professor, Institute of Oceanic Culture, National Taiwan Ocean University

.07 .
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Taiwan coast. Conservative estimates have it that about 400 Taiwanese, covering 86
families, immigrated to the isle of Yaeyama. Many Taiwanese settlers left the island due
to extremely hot weather, typhoons, vipers, malaria, futile agricultural plans, and other
factors. However, most Taiwanese immigrants clung on to the end and eventually the
intrepid spirit of these settlers triumphed over all difficulties.

This study probes this endeavor, the special laws issued by the administration in
Taiwan, the immigration process to Yaeyama, the development of Yaeyama, the
lifestyles and interaction of Taiwanese with local habitants, and the manner in which

Taiwanese immigration influenced and promoted the industrial progress of Yaeyama.

Keyword : Yacyama, Ishigaki-jima, Iriomote-jima, Taiwanese, Overseas Emigration, the

Japanese colonial period
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The Cultural Geography of the Sacred
King-Developer of Zhangzhou

Pan, Chao-Yang”

Abstract

There are three types of gods in Chinese multi-theist genealogy: the gods of heaven
and earth, ancestors, and saints or heros. Chen Yuanguang, the “Sacred King, Developer
of Zhangzhou” belongs to  the third category . All th ree god-types are im portant
cultural-geographic ph enomena sin ce they re flect significant spa tial struc tures of
human-earth relationships.

There are also two ways to understand th e gods in Chinese fo lk-religions. First,
they are often the tutelary gods and the sa  cred centers for certain ethnic groups or
communities. Second, their m igrations reflec t the ex tension or sp reading of certain
cultures in an area; the developm ent of Indi an-originated Buddhism in East Asia is a
significant case in question.

This article examines the phenomenon of the worship of Chen Yuanguang from the
aspects stated above. The apotheosis of hi m involved two stages. In the earlier stage,
Chen was the leader of an arm ed colonization from Guangzhou (in the Central Plain) to
Zhangzhou in Southern Fujian. Thism  ovement shows the m igration route of Han
peoplefrom central in land to the co astal areas. In the secon d stage, Ch en became the
“Sacred King, Developer of Zhangzhou” by leading Zhangzhou's people into colonizing

Taiwan. This stage s ignifies Han people’ s cultural migration from the continent to the

* Pro fessor, Department of East Asian C ulture & De velopment; Dep artment of Ge ography, National

Taiwan Normal University.
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boarder islands. Both stages stand for two aspects of Chinese culture: its extension from

center to boarder and its development from continent to the ocean.
Keyword : cultural geography, folk religions, Chen Yuanguang, Sacred King-Developer

of Zhangzhou, sacred center, cultural diffusion, cultural transmission, center

and periphery
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Cultureal Thinking in Ocean Education:
A Viewpoint from Human Geography

Guo, Da-Xuan ”

Abstract
Cultural thinking in ocean education can of fer imaginations and identifications for
students through dif ferent scales. It can also build an integrated, open, and inclusive
learning content in ocean education, and help students attain a greater af finity to the
ocean and an understan ding of it. The purpose of this article is to try to explain  the
attributes of the ocean and the culture it composes, and then, to survey the ocean culture
in Taiwan from the viewpoint of hum an geography. Finally, this paper attempts to raise

some thoughts on ocean education.

Keyword : Ocean Education, Oceanic Culture, Regional Character, Global Character
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LLocal Cultural Creative Industries and
Cultural Marketing:
the Case of Tainan City

Ma, Chun-Chien®  Chen, Ting-hui™

Abstract

While cultural industries ha ve become the newest indus tries of m any countries in
recent years, Taiwan started to focus on the pl an of this latest trend in 1997. In order to
make a specific declaration of cultural indus tries, the government of Taiwan announced
the program “Challenges in 2008, which includ ed what cultural and creative industries
are and how to m ake them operational in six years. E nhancing the soft power of
Taiwan’s local, unique and creative resou rces are the ba sis of cr eating cultural goods.
Since T ainan is the old est city in T aiwan, it possesses several histo rical assets and
traditional s ites, thus m aking the p otential for cultural ind ustries s tronger the re. T he
purpose of this study is to discover the cultu ral- hum an resources, cultural-im age
activities and the cultu ral economy in T ainan, since th ese are the essential factors
underpinning the capability of cultural and creative industries to take on future
challenges. Through understanding the policies and local history characterizing T ainan,
we can realize better th e situations and problems T ainan’s cultural industries would

experience and what actions to take in response to them.

Keyword : Cultural Creative Industries, Place ~ Cultural Marketi ng, cultural hum an

resource, cultural image activity, cultural economy
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