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Superfluous Discourse on the Nanyang Local Color
in the Writings of the Traveller-Poets:
The Case of Kang Youwei

Ng, Kim-Chew*

Abstract

After the Second World War, countries in Southeast Asia--the region used to be called
Nanyang by the Chinese--gained their independence from the colonial empires. In the
process of nation-building, local culture was the dominant element in creating the new
national identity, while Chinese culture (especially Chinese language and writing) was
seen as a negative element in forming national unity. Under such a circumstance, Chinese
intellectuals, politicians and writers were anxious to be accepted as patriots. They tried to
be more localized, to grasp the local elements to represent themselves and to create a local
Chinese national literature, e.g., Chinese Malaysian literature. Those elements, represented
mostly as scenes of local color from local places, form the so-called reality of here and now
(LLFRE L HEAY R ET) as well as Nanyang picture (F97EJEE).

Being successors of the May-Fourth cultural movement, these intellectuals and writers
inherited the ideology of the vernacular New Literature, and they rejected the old writings
that mostly written by the nineteenth century traveller-poets, late Qing civil officers, and
diplomats such as Huang Zunxian, YangYin, and political exile like Kang Youwei.

This article focuses on Kang Youwei’s Nanyang Writings, the poems he wrote when

* Professor, Department of Chinese, National Chi-nan University.
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he was a political exile, under the threat of arrest order from the Qing government. Living
in a borrowed time and a borrowed place, he moved from Singapore, Tanjun Tuan, to Pulau
Pinang, protected by the British government. Kang’s Nanyang poetry represents his emotion
and expresses his worry for Emperor Guangxu, the empire’s corruption, his comrades’
sacrifice, and his own reality of here and now. Meanwhile, the scenes of Nanyang expresses
the innerscape of his poetry: the cloud, the tree, the sea, as well as the wind and the billows (K
JE\Eii5755); they expressed his sense of leisure and comfort in a life of anxiety.

Such poems, in fact, attain higher literary quality than most Mahua new poetry, but
they have hardly being accepted as Chinese Malaysian or Singaporean literature because
Kang came from China and returned to China eventually. Under the category of nation-state

and the ideology of New Literature, Kang’s literary endeavor becomes superfluous.

Keywords: Local color of the Nanyang, literature of identity, exile, superfluous discourse

Ik HHEA £ 97.02.22
Bz HI : 97.06.13
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The Tutties of ‘Naming’, ‘Faith’ and ‘Ocean’
An Exploration into the Oral Literature of Da Wu's
‘Animal Story’ and Cultural Meaning Studying

Chen, Jing-Rong

Abstract

Oral Literature of Da Wu's ‘Animal story’ is very unique. It shows Da Wu's traditional
culture, living types and mythology. Observation of the stories that have already been noted
down and of the relation between people and animal is very special. So, Da Wu's ‘Animal
story’ is very worthy to study and research.

This study regards oral literature of Da Wu’s ‘animal story’ as the main material, and finds
that naming, ethnic faith, culture taboo and marine culture offer elements for the development
of animal stories.

Oral literature not only reforms Da Wu’s culture, but becomes a mirror for Da Wu people to

make a thorough review of the past and to think of their future.

Keywords: Da Wu, Oral Literature, Animal story, name, faith, ocean
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A Study of the Chaozhou Tumults
in the late Ming period

Chang, Hsiu-Jung"

Abstract

From the beginning of the Ming Dynasty, we should notice that the Chouzhou tumults
happened continuously. The question is, what was the nature of these occurrences? In
discussing the tumults of the mid Ming Dynasty, some of the most compelling studies
focused on the roots of Chouzhou tumults in the activities of pirates, including the Japanese
pirates as well as some Chinese merchants’ piratical behaviors. However, the Chouzhou
tumults were not limited to maritime activities, but the robberies in the mountain areas
and the relationship between robbers and pirates are also worthy of notice and further
exploration.

In the beginning, we will examine the descriptions of Chouzhou turmoils in Ming
Period from “Chouzhou Fu Zhi” ( {# M FF XD ). In this paper, I would like to explore
a little further the factors of Chouzhou trumoils in late Ming period from several fields:
geographical feature, economic backgound, offical policy and local management. It may
be helpful to consider some important factors of Chouzhou turmoils from the works of local
records, collected works of persons of the Ming Dynasty and scholar articles. The research
of the relation between Chouzhou turmoils and social development remains as a matter to be

discussed further.

*  Associate Professor, Department & Institute of History, National Chung Cheng Univserity.
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Navigation of Coastal Sailing Vessels off Shantung
Province During the Ching Dynasty

MATSUURA AKIRA™

Abstract

On Oct. 13, the 32" year of Emperor KuangHsu’s reign in the Ching Dynasty, which
was also the 39" year of the Meiji Restoration (1906), a document “Affairs and Relations of
Each Country—Assorted Compilations” was published in Japan. The first volume concerns
Tian Jin and China, and includes a report written by HOLIUCH KIYOO which contains an
account entitled “Coastal ‘Junk” Trade” in the 37" & 38" years of Meiji (1904-1905). At
the time TianJin served as a major maritime commercial junk-shipping port. But this report
indicates that the scale of cargo conveyed by junks in foreign trade had recently dropped off
in volume.

It first noted the traditional role of such ports as NingPo and FulJian in handling
such freight as paper, tea, bamboo, bamboo-made items, wine, tobacco and timber. But it
observed that junks sailing from FuJian to NingPo, though large in quantity, had registered a
decline in volume due to the emergence of maritime transport being displaced by steamers.

The special edge of junk transport was that it could transport freight at much lower
costs. The China-style rigged junk at the start of the 20" Century was the main form of

maritime cargo transport and was extensively used in Shantung maritime transport.

* Professor at the Department of Literature at Kansai University & Director of the Asian Cultural Exchange

Research Center.
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A report HOLIUCHI KIYOO in 1942 entitled “Regarding QingTao as the focus
of mercantile junk transportation” underscored the kind and type of junks used, their
geographic range of operations, trade volume, and the commodities carried. In addition, this
field survey reviewed the junk in terms of its use in mercantile shipping, and its function and
type of operation. The report is now very precious and is of enormous value.

The article is based upon historical data from the Ching Dynasty and explores the real

conditions of Shantung coastal rigged vessel transportation at that time.

Keywords: Ching Dynasty, Junk, Maritime Commercial Shipping

WFEH T 2 96.11.21
B HEA : 97.02.25
Bz HI : 97.06.13
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Research on Marine Dissemination of
The Architectural Decorative Culture:
Based on The Decorative Tiles among Taiwan,
Malaysia and Singapore

Kang, Ger-Wen’

Abstract

Decorative tiles (or polychrome tiles, majolica tiles) came from the central Asia in 9th
century, as the spread of Islam and the merchants' trade activities, they had been transferred
to the west-southern Europe, and then reached Japan by the influence of Britain. After
this, decorative tiles transmitted to East Asia because of the colonization and international
trade of Japan. Decorative tiles had been prevailed over the world; their patterns have
different cultural meanings as the regions are different. Therefore, they have the well-
established oceanic culture life experience from 9th to 21st century. There is not any kind of
architectural decorative art like the tile that owns such a deep cultural origin so far, and be
widely disseminated in the important port cities in East Asian area.

Even until today, we still can easily find the applications of the polychrome tiles in the
important river harbors and basins of Taiwan, Penghu, Jinmen, as well as the pivot harbor
cities of Southeast Asia, such as Singapore and Malacca (Melaka). Furthermore, as the
result of their involvement in different cultural border areas, they have the different cultural

annotations and implications.

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of Singapore.
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This research will probe into the innovation and changes when polychrome tiles
propagate the architectural culture between the important seaport cities of Taiwan, Malaysia
and Singapore. In addition, this article will also analyze the cultural transition on those
glazed tiles from different architectures. In view of these issues, the article would like to call
for more attention to the significant architectural cultural heritage, and even the worthless

value of their oceanic culture life experience.

Keywords: architectural, decorative, oceanic culture, tiles, Majolica
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Taiwan Shipbuilding Corporation's Technology
Learning and Cultivation after Post War Period

Hong, Sao-yang”

Abstract

This research focuses on Taiwan Shipbuilding Corporation, and the scarcity of
human resource in the earlier post war period and the technology transfer after 50s.
Taiwan Shipbuilding Corporation was named Taiwan Dockyard Company during Japanese
colonization era. Hence, in the development after the post War Period, besides the
factory buildings and Taiwanese employee in colonization era, the main management and
technology staff came from China Mainland. Taiwan Shipbuilding Corporation absorbed it’
s technology from Japan after 60s. Which means its primary business went from repairing
ships to building large ship. The company development was much affected by Japanese
and Chinese institutions. Finally, the paper will discuss on the roles of government and the

restriction on Public-Owned Enterprise.

Keywords: Taiwan Shipbuilding Corporation, The Resource Committee of National

Government, Technology Transfer, Public-Owned Enterprise
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Spatial Analysis of
Urban Landscape Change in Kaohsiung

Wang, Wen-Cheng”

Abstract

Kaohsiung with its relatively high accessible harbor to the East Asia experiences the
diversity of cultural impacts to shape the uniqueness, trade, immigrant, society and culture.
This paper based on the long-term on-site observations and investigation in Kaohsiung,
particularly to 1998 thereafter as Democracy Progress Party in power of ruling the city,
attempts on the perspectives of urban, political geography and social space to propose an
analytical framework for scrutinizing the development of urban landscape. By definition of
urban spatial structure and social meaning of Kaohsiung, this paper launches from urban
geography of Kaohsiung and its supported metropolitan region in new formation of spatial
structure in information age. Then, this paper elaborates the identity of Kaohsiung, based
on its city image to draw out the various and vibrant Kaohsiung city textures. Finally,
the discussion of the ‘representation of space’ and ‘space of representation’ in urban
development reflected on the social spaces and critiques on landscape show the meanings of

social space and the contexts of spatial culture of Kaohsiung.

Keywords: Urban Geography, Landscape Change, representation of space, space of

representation

* Department of Geography, National Taiwan Normal University. wwang@ntnu.edu.tw
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